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DISCOVER, CREATE AND

EXPLORE WITH OUR FINALISTS! o

KIA ORA TAMARIKI MA! THE FINALISTS IN THE 2026 NEW ZEALAND
BOOK AWARDS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS ARE SOME OF THE
VERY BEST BOOKS PUBLISHED IN AOTEAROA OVER THE PAST YEAR.

WHETHER YOU LOVE DRAWING, WRITING, SOLVING PUZZLES, OR
GETTING CREATIVE, THIS BOOKLET WILL HELP YOU DISCOVER MORE
ABOUT THE FINALIST BOOKS, CREATE SOMETHING AMAZING, AND

EXPLORE NEW IDEAS ALONG THE WAY!

WE'VE LEFT THE PAGE OPPOSITE OPEN FOR YOU TO USE
HOWEVER YOU LIKE. COLLECT AUTHOR SIGNATURES AT OUR
NZCYA BOOKS ALIVE EVENTS, KEEP A READING LOG, WRITE MINI
REVIEWS, OR DRAW YOUR FAVOURITE CHARACTERS.

4
FIND OUT WHAT 1S HAPPENING AT YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY, |
AND HAVE FUN READING! -
NGA MIHI NUNUI TO THE SERVICES TO SCHOOLS TEAM

AT THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF NEW ZEALAND FOR CREATING
> THE FANTASTIC ACTIVITIES IN THIS BOOKLET. ENJOY!

KIA ORA TO ALL OUR SPONSORS
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SCAN THE QR CODE TO FIND OUT o5 #g\q
MORE ABOUT ALL THE FINALIST BOOKS, GG
OR VISIT WWW.NZBOOKAWARDS.NZ 2

E‘ #NZCYA #BOOKSALIVE

L .
: #NZCYA 2026

USE THE SPACE ABOVE FOR AUTOGRAPHS, A READING LOG, YOUR OWN BOOK
REVIEWS, OR TO COMPLETE THE ACTIVITIES THAT FOLLOW
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ROCKY JOURNEYS, WETA
P l CT U RE B 0 0 K WORRIES, BRASH BALLOON
BURSTING, PLAYFUL PUKEKQ

BOOKHUB AWARD AND CLASSROOM CREATURES

THE FAMILY
BUILT A BUG
HOTEL AS AN
ALTERNATIVE.

GATHER SOME VATURAL MATERA ‘? % 5 Wi
OR RECVCLING TO MAKE A COSY - Q\ VT
HIDEOUT FOR UGS IN YOUR ., J& 4
BACK YARD OR THE LOCAL PARK. ~ 1 X i A

WHO DO YOU THINK WILL MOVE IN? = YN

THE CHARACTERS IN LEFT
10 NOWHERE ARE SHOWN
AS SILHOUETTES ON
ILLUSTRATED BACKGROUNDS.

‘L‘/MAKE YOUR OWN CHARACTER

() FROM BLACK CARD AND
(') SETIT ON YOUR CHOICE OF
BACKGROUND.

PAINT YOUR OWN OR FIND
PAGES FROM MAGAZINES.

D SPUTPINSTOTHE o8
JOINTS OF YOUR CHARACTER
T0 MAKE IT MOVEABLE
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o THE KEKEND'S
Bi6 ADVENTURE
\WHAT MIGHT \OU LEARN
FROM YOUR DREAMS?
KEEP A NOTEBOO
AND PEN BY YOUR BED
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BAND WITH A MYSTERY



YOUNG ADULI FOR EPI IN

FICTION S A SONG EACH DAY S
WHEELERS BOOKS AWARD THAT CAPTURES HER mmw

MOOD OR VIBE.

IN THE LOST SAINT,
THE RETREAT AND
JPIDER GAMES:
IN THE CITY OF

SPIES, THE MAIN
CHARACTERS HAVE TOURSELE (4D
10 SURVIVE WITHOUT Sy
MODERN TECHNOLOGY. ‘ OR A WEEKEND.
COULD YOU?



TANIWHA, WHENUA ME KUPE ME TANIWHA, WHENUA AND KUPE
TE WHEKE NUI A MUTURANGI — HE AND THE GREAT OCTOPUS OF  ;Ny" ¥
PUKAPUKA ENEI MO NGA PURAKAU -~ . MUTURANGI TELL THE STORIES s
ME NGA ATUA MAORI. .. = OF MANY LEGENDARY MAORI R

FIGURES AND ATUA.
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*% CAN YOU MARK WHERE YOU > WE'VE SHOWN A FEW
AND YOUR WHANAU LIVE? FROM THESE BOOKS.

URA WHAT OTHERS CAN YOU
9
Rgo\{ﬁuvgﬁgwm gL LABEL AND ILLUSTRATE?

* - KA TAEA E KOETEKIMI 1 TO - KUA WHAKAATURIA ETAH]
WAHI NOHO ME TO WHANAU? | KONEI HE AHA ATU NGA

0 A [ PURAKAU HEI TUHI MAU KI
2 !
Eul\g?\m\% th\(;\’ %I(')KROOEHIEETAHI TENEI MARERE WHENUA?




-FICTION KIWIS LOVE
OELNE LOCKE AWARD B){JPTLB) gélhl g TBLlIJ ET
IT IS IMPORTANT
10 DO IT SAFELY,

AS THE STORIES
IN

AND THE TIPS IN
TELL US.

head

body

WHAT'S YOUR FAVOURITE
BIRD? DRAW YOUR BIRD OR
CREATE YOUR OWN OMNIBIRD
AND LABEL THEIR PARTS.

legs + ]C‘ee.t



MAGPIE

<€ ANIMALS AND BIRDS ‘ém‘”
. &n=> FROM THE FARM IN
B THIS WORDFIND? TADPOLE

FOLK REMEDY 1: THE ' Wi jyzspm
HIDDEN WORLD OF 522

THE YOKAI IS DRAWN
USING JAPANESE

MANGA-INSPIRED COMIC
L . " |LLUSTRATIONS.
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\ \.US \\ LNCS  FARM LIFE CHEEKY YOKAI
S, AGIANT OCTOPUS,
 MYTHICAL CREATURES, AND

FASCINATING PURAKAU
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HE TAONGA TE TOKA ¥
SHOWS US THAT WE
CAN EXPERIENCE
EMOTIONS THAT CAN
BE HEAVY, LIKE A ROCK!
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you have achieved?
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He aha tetahi mea e 4

whakamanawatia ana s M RIKI KI TE AO
e koe i tenei wa? b // :

5 What is something you are ; ENCOURAGES US
| T0 REFLECT ONy

grateful for now?

He aha tetahi wawata,
moemoead ranei mo te tau
e heke mai nei?

g D
. What is a dream or aspiration

. you have for the year ahead? &
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YOKAI ADVENTURES,
SLOW JAMS, HUNTING
. FORCOCONUTS,
1. MEETING ANCESTORS,
AND DISCOVERING
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THERE ARE
LOTS OF USEFUL

KUPU | WORDS
IN THE LOST é}

CAN YOU |

TE REO MAQRI TO
THESE IMAGES
FROM THE BOOK?
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KIA ORA KIDS! T
THE HELL READING R ARDS

FOR CHILDREN &

CHALLENGE IS BACK
FOR 2026! reap 7800ks 3

AND GET A FREE 333 KIDS PIZZA

%

www.facebook.com/HELLReadingChallenge/



